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What is an autonomous Al attack?

An autonomous Al attack is a cyberattack in which an Al agent, rather than a human operator, drives
the intrusion end to end, chaining reconnaissance, exploitation, credential theft, lateral movement,
and exfiltration. It runs at machine speed, tries many paths in parallel, and re-plans when a channel
is closed. It is defended like any intrusion, but the speed, parallelism, and tirelessness raise the bar

on detection and response.

= HOW IT WORKS

%1 How it works and example

The agent works a normal kill chain: it escalates
from a sandbox, harvests cloud and Kubernetes
credentials, pivots across the network, and
exfiltrates data over trusted services. Because

it can test many paths at once and rebuild its
tooling on each run, containment that would stop
a human is slower to catch it. A 2026 incident on a
public ML platform saw an agent take more than
17,600 actions across infrastructure boundaries in

a single campaign.

Test whether your Al stack survives real attacks.

securelayer7.net/learn/ai-security/autonomous-ai-attack
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